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As I began to think about my first article for 
our chapter’s newsletter, I started to realize 
what an honor it is to be able to serve such a 
great organization as the Alabama Chapter of 
SWCS.  Our chapter is truly one of the best 
chapters in the entire nation and I appreciate 
the opportunity to serve as president this year. 
 
I would like to begin by reviewing some of 
the things that make our chapter so great.  I 
think first and foremost is our leadership role 
in the conservation of natural resources in the 
state.  We have taken a lead role in three 
areas over the past few years: technology 

development, technical 
c e r t i f i ca t i on ,  a n d 
continuing education.   
 
One of the biggest 
accomplishments of the 
chapter has been our role 

in the update/
revision of 
the Alabama 
Handbook for 
E r o s i o n 
C o n t r o l , 
S e d i m e n t 
Control, and 
Stormwater Management on Construction 
Sites and Urban Areas.  The chapter hired a 
contractor to coordinate the update/revision 
using 319 funds from the Alabama 
Department of Environmental Management 
provided through the Alabama Soil and 
Water Conservation Committee.  A chapter 
member served as the coordinator and other 
chapter members served as authors and 
reviewers of the document, which is 
recognized by ADEM as the accepted 
document for sediment and erosion control 

(Continued on page 4) 

The Soil and Water 
Conservation Society 
is recognized and 
respected as an 
effective advocate  
for the conservation 
of soil, water, and 
related 
natural 
resources. 

Our Vision  

President’s Ponderings 
             by Jeff Holloway, President  
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Alabama Chapter of the  
Soil & Water 
Conservation Society 

Fall 2003 

 

 Alabama Chapter Soil & Water Conservation Society 
2004 Annual Meeting 

Annual Meeting Theme   

"Protecting Our Water Supply" 
 

 Date - June 2-4, 2004  Location - Auburn, Alabama  
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Developing Plans and Designing Best Management Practices 

(for Site Planners and Designers) 
 

   Mobile   December 9, 2003 
   Montgomery December 10, 2003    
   Huntsville December 11, 2003  
   Birmingham  December 12, 2003 
  
 

Installation, Maintenance and Inspection of Best Management Practices 
(for Developers, Contractors and Inspectors) 

 
   Mobile  January 20, 2004  
   Montgomery January 21, 2004             
   Huntsville January 27, 2004                 
   Birmingham      January 28, 2004 
 
 

These courses are based on contents of the Alabama Handbook for Erosion 
Control, Sediment Control and Stormwater Management on Construction 
Sites and Urban Areas, July 2003 and will be presented through Auburn Uni-
versity’s Technology Transfer Center (T2) continuing education program. 
The link to registration information is http://www.bece.auburn.edu/.   
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Watershed Protection from Headwaters to Estuaries 
The 2003 Alabama Soil and Water Conservation Society 
Tours South Alabama During Annual Conference   By: Joyce Nicholas, SCT, NRCS 
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Certified Professionals in Erosion 
& Sediment Control Update 

By Earl Norton, Consultant 
Nortone1@bellsouth.net  

Jefferson County Soil and Water 
Conservation Foundation. The 
handbook is available for viewing 
and downloading on the 
Committee homepage 
http://www.swcc.state.al.us  at 
no cost. The June 2003 
Handbook will become the 
primary reference for best 
management practices in 
stormwater management systems 
when the Alabama Department of 
Environmental Management 
(ADEM) updates the construction 
regulations. 
 
Another item of Good News is 
that training seminars for site 

planners and designers and 
contractors and inspectors are 
being planned for late this year 
and early 2004. Seminars will 
be offered through the Alabama 
Technology Center (commonly 
referred to as T 2) of Auburn 
University. These sessions will 
provide intermediate level 
technical training that can help 
practitioners increase their 
skills and do a better job of 
protecting our environment 
from construction related 
activities. Dates for these 
sessions will be available soon - 
check the Chapter homepage 
periodically for the dates. 

There are several items of Good 
News related to our educational 
effort with the Alabama Soil and 
Water Conservation Commission 
and partners. The 2003 update of 
the Alabama Handbook for 
Erosion Control, Sediment Control 
and Stormwater Management on 
Construction Sites and Urban 
Areas is available. The hardcopy 
and CD versions may be 
purchased from the Chapter 
(order form is available on the 
next page of this newsletter and 
the Chapter and Alabama Soil and 
Water Conservation Committee 
homepages). Shipping and 
handling is being provided by the 

BMP planning on regulated construction 
sites around the state.  The chapter has 
received great publicity by working in 
partnership with 2 state agencies as well 
as the Home Builder’s Association in 
the production of the handbook.  The 
handbook is now printed and available 
for sale to the public through the 
Jefferson County Soil and Water 
Conservation District.   
 
The chapter will be involved in training 
courses and field demonstrations related 

to the handbook 
during the next 
several months.  
There are also 
p l a n s  t o 
d e v e l o p  a 
d a s h b o a r d 
version of the 

handbook for contractors. 
 
Secondly, our chapter is one of the 
leaders in providing opportunities for 
individuals to obtain technical 
certification as Certified Professional in 
Erosion and Sediment Control.  The 
chapter offers a review course and a 
proctored test for interested individuals 
twice a year. As a result of the chapter’s 
activities Alabama has an active CPESC 
program, with the number of certified 
individuals growing yearly. 
 
Finally, our annual meeting each year is 
always a highlight of the year.  The 
technical presentations, product exhibits 
and tours are all great ways for members 
and guests to keep abreast of the latest 
technology in the field.  With just these 
three highlights, it is easy to see why our 
chapter is an award-winning chapter on 

a yearly basis. 
 
There is an adage that says we are either 
growing or dying, there is no such thing 
as staying the same.  My goal for our 
chapter during this year is for us to 
continue to grow.  We currently have 
approximately 170 members.  I would 
like to see us have at least 200 members 
by our annual meeting next year in 
Auburn.  I believe this is a reachable 
goal for us.  The organization I work for 
has at least 20 new employees who are 
excellent candidates.  I bet you know 
some excellent candidates also.  Let’s 
get the word to these candidates about 
what our chapter is doing and how good 
it is to these candidates. 
 
Looking forward to serving with you, 
  

 Jeff Holloway  

(Continued from page 1) 
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The June 2003 Handbook is available in three formats: 3-ring binder (Handbook);  
CD and electronically on the Internet. 

  
The Handbook (two-volume set in 3-ring binders) and CD are available through the Alabama 
Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society and the Jefferson County Soil and Water  

Alabama Handbook for Erosion Control, Sediment Control and 
Stormwater Management on Construction Sites and Urban Areas, 

June 2003 

Fill out this form and enclose a check or money order payable to AL Chapter SWCS.  
Send the form and check to: 
  

Alabama Chapter SWCS  
c/o Jefferson County Soil and Water Conservation Foundation 
600 Vestavia Parkway, Suite 320 
Vestavia Hills, AL 35216 

  
___ Handbooks @ $75/set =  $ _______ (includes shipping and handling)       
___ CDs @ $15 each =  $ _______ (includes shipping and handling) 
Total for order $ _______                                                       

 
  ____________________________________________________ 

Name  
 
  ____________________________________________________ 

Firm/Organization 
  
____________________________________________________  
Mailing Address (for delivery by U.S. Postal Service) 

 
  ____________________________________________________ 

City   State   Zip Code 
  

____________________________________________________ 
Telephone Number   email Address 

  
Please check the category that best describes the entity with which you are affiliated 
__ Local Government __ Engineering firm __ Contractor/Builder  
__ State Government __ Consultant  __ Environmental Organization  
__ Federal Government          __ Developer   __ Other (specify) _______________________                                     
       

Electronic Version 
is available on the Internet..... 

 

The handbook may be viewed on the Alabama Soil and Water Conserva-
tion Committee homepage and may be copied at no cost at this site: 

http://www.swcc.state.al.us/   
 

***Please note:  Reproduction of the Handbook in any format for resale is not authorized.*** 
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Why Join the AL SWCS? 

Join over 10,000 members nationwide and nearly 200 in Alabama, who represent every component 
of the conservation movement: academics, technical advisors, managers, educators and advocates.  
The reasons are limitless, here are the top 10... 
 
 

1. Become a member of a very dynamic, very involved, very knowledgeable and friendly organization.  Opportunities to 
network with and learn from professionals from many disciplines through local, regional and international meetings. 

2. Active support of  Student Chapters in Alabama allow future employees to network and interact with seasoned 
professionals. 

3. Community Involvement is a priority for AL SWCS  because this is where we work and live.  Exposures to young minds 
allows member to instill the sense of responsibility to students in Water Festivals, Science Fairs, Engineering Conferences and 
workshops.  

4. The Love for our jobs plus working with landowners, communities and units of government to get conservation on the land. 
5. Educational Opportunities are available through the SWCS and beyond to receive training and seminars associated with 

soil, water, and other natural resources sustainability with the latest in conservation technology and practices.   
6. Professional Development for members is available through SWCS endorsement of Certified Professionals in Erosion and 

Sediment Control (CPESC) and the Certified Crop Advisors (CCA).  The Alabama Chapter co-sponsors the biannual training 
course and exam for the certification in the area of erosion and sediment control and urban water quality. 

7. Continuing Education for certified professionals is offered at the State Annual Meeting, Field Tours, national conferences 
and workshops on land and water management issues designed to update CPESC, CCA, and Professional Engineers (PE). 

8. Local Regulation Proposals keep the Alabama Chapter ahead of the rest.  AL SWCS along with the Alabama Soil & Water 
Conservation Committee are updating the primary reference, the Erosion & Sediment Control and Stormwater Management 
Handbook with the Alabama Department of Environmental Management. 

9. National Policy Proposals made by the SWCS helped key stakeholders and policy makers at the state and local levels  to 
shape the conservation provisions of the 2002 Farm Bill. Bringing all sides of critical issues together to seek common ground 
and identify solutions to the most important conservation problems confronting landowners and policy makers.  
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Upcoming Events & Dates to Remember 
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Tom Ingram receives the Conservation Farmer of the Year award.  
Pictured with Eddie Jolley, right and Ben Moore, left. 
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� � If you have news that would be of interest to the r eaders 
and the membership, send it to the Newsletter Commi ttee  
at the address on the back or email the Newsletter 
Committee (e-mail address on page 2). 

� � Any stories or photographs of activities of our mem bers are 
welcome too!  

Our  Mission....  
 

The Soil and Water Conservation Society 
fosters the science and the art of soil, water, 
and related natural resource management to 

achieve sustainability.  
 

We promote and practice an ethic recognizing 
the interdependence of people and the 

environment. 


